THE MONKEY'S PAW '
A STORY IN THREE SCENES
BY W, W, JACOBS
DRAMATIZED BY Louis N. PARKER
THE late W. W, Jacobs won a great reputation by his short
stories, and it is as a writer of richly humorous stories that he
is likely to be remembered. Nevertheless, there is a dramatic
quality in his work which attracted collaborators, and he was
fortunate in being associated with men who could skilfully
transfer into good stage-plays the characteristic Jacobean quality
of " The Ghost of Jerry Bundler," " The Monkey's Paw,"
and " The Boatswain's Mute."
The last, indeed, has enjoyed the ultimate dramatic honour
of being made, by Dame Ethel Smythe, the subject of an opera,
" Beauty and the Barge/' by W, W. Jacobs and Louis N,
Parker, is perhaps less successful as a piece of dramatic art
than the one-act plays, but if we remember that Jacobs's
genius finds its natural expression in short stories, this fact is
not surprising. It is noteworthy, too, that, while Jacobs
uses the macabre only rarely and the humorous most frequently
in his stories, the proportions seem to have become reversed
in his plays,
1 Applications regarding amateur perforrnance$ of this play should be
addressed to Messrs Samuel French, Ltd., z6 Southampton Street, Strand,
London, W.C.2, or 25 West 45tb Street, New York.